j\ Few Catechisms of Happiness 275

everywhere form the enormous majority. All
contribute their utmost to render the society of
men by no means enviable. Yet it is not always a
physiological necessity to talk which causes the
various torments of people. Most frequently, it
is the invincible necessity of pleasing. Why have
we not been taught the advantages of silence?

II.    The most insignificant fruits of experience
on the tree of our knowledge are piously culled.
Why, in the domain of morality, are the woes and
disappointments of our ancestors left unutilised?
These lessons, crystallised into a condensed form,
and  constantly  placed before our eyes,  would
perhaps end in changing our nature.    Sublime
magic of words!    In any case, they might spare
us many errors and many tears.

The religions have always reduced their wisdom
into morsels. But the religious formulas, too far
removed from life, principally affected those who
had retired from it. The human beings near at
hand must have the honey of actual life, which
could and ought to be utilised under all circum-
stances.

III.    We desire to render productive the blood
shed by soldiers upon the field of battle.    We
wish to be reimbursed for the losses occasioned by
war.    What is life except the continual battle of